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THIS IS NOT THE PLACE TO ATTEMPT AN ACCOUNT
OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF ARITHMETIC.

TIIE ART OF COMPUÏAT ION

WAS STUDIED THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO, AND SOME OF THE

CALCULATIONS OF THE ANCIENTS, TOR EXAMPLT THOST

WITH WHICH THEY PREDICTED

ECLIPSES OF THE SUN, COMMAND OUR ADMIRATION TODAY. NUMERICAL

WORK HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE BASIS OF COMMERCE"

THE OLDEST WRITTEN 'DOCUMENTSI WHICH SURVIVE IN THE WORLD

WERE PRODUCED ABOUÏ 5,OOO YEARS AGO AT ERECK

IN MESOPOTAMIA BY THE SUMERIANS

ON CLAY TABLETS, THEY WERE PRIMITIVE BOOKS OT ACCOUNTS, AND

THEY SHOW THE SEVERELY PRACTICAL REASONS WHICH PROMPTED

THE INVENTION OF' THE SUMERIAN ALPHABEÏ. /

THOUSANDS OF YTARS LATER, WHEN MOVABLE TYPE WAS INVENTED

AND THE FIRST PRINTING PRESS WAS SET UP IN EUROPE BY GUTENBERG,

MOST OF THE BOOKS WHICH HE PUBLISHED AT FIRST WERE TEXT-BOOKS

OF COMMERCIAL ARITHMETIC.

NEVERTHELESS A FEW HUNDRED YEARS AGO THE ART OF

COMPUTATION WAS NEITHER OOMMONLY UNDERSTOOD NOR WIDELY

PRACTISED. IN 1662, PEPYS, WHO WAS THEN IN CHARGT OF THE

CONTRACTS BRANCH OT THE ADMIRALTY, FOUND IT NTCESSARY TO PUT

HIMSELF TO SCHOOL, AND TO RISE BY OANDLELIGHÏ AT FOUR

O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING IN ORDER TO LEARN HIS MULTIPLICATION

TABLES.



ÏH IS

PLACE ÏO

IS NOT THE

ATTEMPT AN

ERE.K rN -;l;r*AMrA
BY THE SUMERIANS ON

CLAY TABLETS, THEY

WERE PRIMITIVE BOOKS

oF AccouNTrluo*, rHEy

SHOW THE SEVERELY

PRACTICAL REASONS

WHICH PROMPTED THE

r NVENT oN 
-l; 

ïHE

SUMERIAN ALPHABET.

ÏHOUSANDS OF YEARS

LATER, WHEN MOVABLE

'YPE 
wAS ,*rJTru, o*,

ÏHE F I RST PRI NT I NG

PRESS WAS SET UP I N

EUROPE BY GUTENBERG,

*2*

ACCOUNT OF THT

DTVELOPMINT OT

"ARITHMITIC. THI ART OF

COMPUÏATION WAS

)

STUD IED 
"O"O*O' 

OF

YEARS AGO, AND SOMT OF

THE CALCULATIONS OF

THE ANCIENTS, FOR

EXAMPLT ,r;:; ,,r ïH

WHICH ÏHEY PREDICTED

ECLIPSES OF ÏHE SUN,

COMMAND OUR ADMIRATION

tr

ï'DAY. *rrr*;;^,- woRK

HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE

BASIS OF COMMERCE. THE

OLDEST WRITÏEN

'locuM[NTS' 
-6- 

,*HrcH

S]RVIVE IN THE WORTD

,i: ?E PRODUCI D ABOUT

:]3 YTARS AGO AÏ

MOSÏ

WHICH

FIRST

OF

-1 1-

OF THE BOOKS

HE PUBLISHED AT

WERE TEXT.BOOKS

COMMERC I AL

-1 2-



ÏH IS
gLACE TO

IS NOT

ATTIMPT

SUME,R IANS

TABLEÏS,

PRIMIÏIVE

AOCOUNTS,

-7-
ON CLAY

THEY WERT

BOOKS OF'

AND ÏHEY SHOW

THE

AN

ÀCCOUNT

]EVTLOPMINT

-AR ITHMEÏ IC.

SOMPUÏAT I ON

ÏHE

OF

ARÏ OF

STUD I ED

-2-
or

THE

WAS

-B-
THE SEVERELY

REASONS WHICH

THE I NVENTI ON

SUMER I AN

PRACT I CAL

PROMPÏED

OT THE

ALPHABET.-3-
THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO,

AND SOME , OF THE

CALCULATIONS OF THE

ANCIENTS, FOR EXAMPLE

-+-
THOSE WITH WHICH THEY

PREDICTED ECLIPSES OF THE

SUN, COMMAND OUR

ADMI RATION ÏODAY.

NUMERICAL WORK HAS ALWAYS

3EEN THI BASIS OF

:OMMERCE. THE OLDEST

ûRITTTN'DOCUMENTS' WHICH

-6-
S:JRVIVE IN THI WORLD WERT

3?ODUCTD ABOUT 5,OOO

AGO AT EREOK IN

AMIA BY THE

-9-
THOUSANDS OF YEARS LATER,

WHEN MOVABLE TYPT WAS

INVENÏED AND ÏHE FIRST

PRINTING PRESS WAS SET UP

-1 0-

I N EUROPE BY GUTENBERG,

MOST OF THE BOOKS WHICH

HE PUBLISHED AÏ FI RSÏ

WERE TEXT-BOOKS OF

-1 1-

COMMERCIAL AR ITHMET I C.

NEVERTHELESS A FEW

HUNDRED YEARS AGO THE ART

OT COMPUTATION WAS

-1 2-

5

t-



I

ÏHIS IS NOT THI PLACT

ATTEMPT AN ACCOUNT OF

-2-
ÏHE DEVELOPMENT OF

ARITHMETIC. THE ART OF

"COMPUTATION WAS STUDIED

ÏHOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO,

-7-
THEY WERE PRIMITIVE BOOKS

OF ACCOUNÏS, AND THEY SHOW

THE SEVERELY PRACTICAL

REASONS WHICH PROMPTED THE

-8-
INVENTION OF THE SUMERIAN

ALPHABTT. THOUSANDS OF

YEARS LAÏER, WHEN MOVABLE

TYPE WAS I NVENTED AND THE

-9-
FIRST PRINTING PRTSS WAS

SET UP IN EUROPE BY

GUTTNBERG, MOST OF THE

BOOKS WHICH HE PUBLISHID

-1 o-

AT FIRSÏ WERE TEXT-BOOKS

OF COMMERCIAL ARIÏHMETIC.

NEVERTHELESS A FEW

HUNDRED YEARS AGO THE ARÏ

-11-

,\ND SOME

CALCULAT I ONS

ANC I ENÏS,

ÏHOSE WITH

-3-
OF' THE

OF THE

FOR EXAMPLE

WHICH THEY

-4-
PREDICTED ECLIPSES OF THE

SUN, COMMAND OUR

ADMIRATION TODAY.

NUMERICAL WORK HAS ALWAYS

-5-
BEEN THE BASIS OF

COMMERCE. THE OLDEST

M ITTEN I DOCUMENTS ' lVH ICH

SURVIVE IN THE WORLD WERE

-6-
:?CDUCED ABOUÏ 5,OOO YIARS

: -1' AÏ TRECK IN

1.': SO?OTAM IA BY THI

S -I.'f R I ANS ON CLAY TABLITS ,



TH IS IS
ïH[

-2-
:t .4 ^r t-r\

-rvl- I \./

:--[IIPT AN

:CCOUNT OF

-Tt DIVTLOP-

-3-
r.,:Nï or
: R ITFIMIT IC.
-TE ARÏ OT

] OMPUTATION

-4-

'tAS STUD IED

-|IOUSANDS OF

VEARS AGO,

:À{D SOME OF

tr
-J-

-ii CALCULA.

- I ONS OT ÏHE

: N C IENTS,

::R TXAMPTE

-6-
--]S[ WITH

,"- ! l:-i THEY

= = i DICTTD

::_ I f,S[S 0F

-7-
THE SUN,

COMMAND OUR

A D I'/ IRAT ION

TODAY. NUME-

RICAL

HAS

BTEN

BASIS

-B-
WORK

ALWAYS

THE

OF

-9-
C O M MERCT.

THI OLDIST

WRITTEN
I DOCUivi[NTS'

-1 0-
lVH I CH SURV I -
VE IN THE

WORLD WERE

PRODUCED

_1 1_

ABOUT 5,OOO

YEARS AGO AÏ

ERECK I N

M ESOPOTAMIA



-'1 3_

: = I LllTlV[

=::<s 0r
I 3 C OUNTS,

l',1 THIY

4^- t+-

: -JCI'J IHE

::VTRELY
= ? A oïtcAt
:iASONS

_1 5*

T--.J ICH PROMP.

-:] THI

','if Nï l0N 0r
-'rl SUMTR I AN

-1 6-
: - D HABTT.
_-: 

-SÀNDS OT

'\ttl;'t I Li\,

', -i', t,'CVABLI

-17 -
TYPE WAS

I NVENTiD AND

THi F I RST

P R I N TING

_1 B_

PRESS |VAS

SET UP IN

EUROPE BY

G U TENBERG,

-19_
MOST OF THE

BOOKS WHICH

HE PUBLISHED

AÏ FIRST

_20_

\/I/ERI TEXT-B-

OOKS OF

C O MMERCIAL

ARITHMETIC.

:

l



t

it
,$

I

I.t

it
I


